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local conditions, but it must meet the 

following minimum requirements: 

(1) A leakage survey with leak detec-

tor equipment must be conducted in 

business districts, including tests of 

the atmosphere in gas, electric, tele-

phone, sewer, and water system man-

holes, at cracks in pavement and side-

walks, and at other locations providing 

an opportunity for finding gas leaks, at 

intervals not exceeding 15 months, but 

at least once each calendar year. 

(2) A leakage survey with leak detec-

tor equipment must be conducted out-

side business districts as frequently as 

necessary, but at least once every 5 

calendar years at intervals not exceed-

ing 63 months. However, for cathodi-

cally unprotected distribution lines 

subject to § 192.465(e) on which elec-

trical surveys for corrosion are imprac-

tical, a leakage survey must be con-

ducted at least once every 3 calendar 

years at intervals not exceeding 39 

months. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 

Amdt. 192–43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982; Amdt. 

192–70, 58 FR 54528, 54529, Oct. 22, 1993; Amdt. 

192–71, 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11, 1994; Amdt. 192–94, 

69 FR 32895, June 14, 2004; Amdt. 192–94, 69 FR 

54592, Sept. 9, 2004] 

§ 192.725 Test requirements for rein-
stating service lines. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, each disconnected 

service line must be tested in the same 

manner as a new service line, before 

being reinstated. 

(b) Each service line temporarily dis-

connected from the main must be test-

ed from the point of disconnection to 

the service line valve in the same man-

ner as a new service line, before recon-

necting. However, if provisions are 

made to maintain continuous service, 

such as by installation of a bypass, any 

part of the original service line used to 

maintain continuous service need not 

be tested. 

§ 192.727 Abandonment or deactiva-
tion of facilities. 

(a) Each operator shall conduct aban-

donment or deactivation of pipelines in 

accordance with the requirements of 

this section. 

(b) Each pipeline abandoned in place 

must be disconnected from all sources 

and supplies of gas; purged of gas; in 

the case of offshore pipelines, filled 

with water or inert materials; and 

sealed at the ends. However, the pipe-

line need not be purged when the vol-

ume of gas is so small that there is no 

potential hazard. 

(c) Except for service lines, each in-

active pipeline that is not being main-

tained under this part must be discon-

nected from all sources and supplies of 

gas; purged of gas; in the case of off-

shore pipelines, filled with water or 

inert materials; and sealed at the ends. 

However, the pipeline need not be 

purged when the volume of gas is so 

small that there is no potential hazard. 

(d) Whenever service to a customer is 

discontinued, one of the following must 

be complied with: 

(1) The valve that is closed to prevent 

the flow of gas to the customer must be 

provided with a locking device or other 

means designed to prevent the opening 

of the valve by persons other than 

those authorized by the operator. 

(2) A mechanical device or fitting 

that will prevent the flow of gas must 

be installed in the service line or in the 

meter assembly. 

(3) The customer’s piping must be 

physically disconnected from the gas 

supply and the open pipe ends sealed. 

(e) If air is used for purging, the oper-

ator shall insure that a combustible 

mixture is not present after purging. 

(f) Each abandoned vault must be 

filled with a suitable compacted mate-

rial. 

(g) For each abandoned offshore pipe-

line facility or each abandoned onshore 

pipeline facility that crosses over, 

under or through a commercially navi-

gable waterway, the last operator of 

that facility must file a report upon 

abandonment of that facility. 

(1) The preferred method to submit 

data on pipeline facilities abandoned 

after October 10, 2000 is to the National 

Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS) in 

accordance with the NPMS ‘‘Standards 

for Pipeline and Liquefied Natural Gas 

Operator Submissions.’’ To obtain a 

copy of the NPMS Standards, please 

refer to the NPMS homepage at http:// 
www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov or contact the 

NPMS National Repository at 703–317– 

3073. A digital data format is preferred, 
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but hard copy submissions are accept-

able if they comply with the NPMS 

Standards. In addition to the NPMS-re-

quired attributes, operators must sub-

mit the date of abandonment, diame-

ter, method of abandonment, and cer-

tification that, to the best of the oper-

ator’s knowledge, all of the reasonably 

available information requested was 

provided and, to the best of the opera-

tor’s knowledge, the abandonment was 

completed in accordance with applica-

ble laws. Refer to the NPMS Standards 

for details in preparing your data for 

submission. The NPMS Standards also 

include details of how to submit data. 

Alternatively, operators may submit 

reports by mail, fax or e-mail to the Of-

fice of Pipeline Safety, Pipeline and 

Hazardous Materials Safety Adminis-

tration, U.S. Department of Transpor-

tation, Information Resources Man-

ager, PHP–10, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, 

SE., Washington, DC 20590-0001; fax 

(202) 366–4566; e-mail 

InformationResourcesManager@phmsa. 

dot.gov. The information in the report 

must contain all reasonably available 

information related to the facility, in-

cluding information in the possession 

of a third party. The report must con-

tain the location, size, date, method of 

abandonment, and a certification that 

the facility has been abandoned in ac-

cordance with all applicable laws. 

(2) [Reserved] 

[Amdt. 192–8, 37 FR 20695, Oct. 3, 1972, as 

amended by Amdt. 192–27, 41 FR 34607, Aug. 

16, 1976; Amdt. 192–71, 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11, 

1994; Amdt. 192–89, 65 FR 54443, Sept. 8, 2000; 

65 FR 57861, Sept. 26, 2000; 70 FR 11139, Mar. 

8, 2005; Amdt. 192–103, 72 FR 4656, Feb. 1, 2007; 

73 FR 16570, Mar. 28, 2008; 74 FR 2894, Jan. 16, 

2009] 

§ 192.731 Compressor stations: Inspec-
tion and testing of relief devices. 

(a) Except for rupture discs, each 

pressure relieving device in a com-

pressor station must be inspected and 

tested in accordance with §§ 192.739 and 

192.743, and must be operated periodi-

cally to determine that it opens at the 

correct set pressure. 

(b) Any defective or inadequate 

equipment found must be promptly re-

paired or replaced. 

(c) Each remote control shutdown de-

vice must be inspected and tested at in-

tervals not exceeding 15 months, but at 
least once each calendar year, to deter-
mine that it functions properly. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 

Amdt. 192–43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982] 

§ 192.735 Compressor stations: Storage 
of combustible materials. 

(a) Flammable or combustible mate-
rials in quantities beyond those re-
quired for everyday use, or other than 
those normally used in compressor 
buildings, must be stored a safe dis-
tance from the compressor building. 

(b) Aboveground oil or gasoline stor-
age tanks must be protected in accord-
ance with National Fire Protection As-
sociation Standard No. 30. 

§ 192.736 Compressor stations: Gas de-
tection. 

(a) Not later than September 16, 1996, 
each compressor building in a com-
pressor station must have a fixed gas 
detection and alarm system, unless the 
building is— 

(1) Constructed so that at least 50 
percent of its upright side area is per-
manently open; or 

(2) Located in an unattended field 
compressor station of 1,000 horsepower 

(746 kW) or less. 
(b) Except when shutdown of the sys-

tem is necessary for maintenance 

under paragraph (c) of this section, 

each gas detection and alarm system 

required by this section must— 
(1) Continuously monitor the com-

pressor building for a concentration of 

gas in air of not more than 25 percent 

of the lower explosive limit; and 
(2) If that concentration of gas is de-

tected, warn persons about to enter the 

building and persons inside the build-

ing of the danger. 
(c) Each gas detection and alarm sys-

tem required by this section must be 

maintained to function properly. The 

maintenance must include performance 

tests. 

[58 FR 48464, Sept. 16, 1993, as amended by 

Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37504, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.739 Pressure limiting and regu-
lating stations: Inspection and test-
ing. 

(a) Each pressure limiting station, 

relief device (except rupture discs), and 

pressure regulating station and its 
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